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State Senate approves *83.3 billion budget

The state Senate approved a $83.3
billion state budget last week that
would increase funding for public
schools, prisons and social services
programs.

But the 1998-99 budget does not
include pay raises for state employees
and education programs such as Gov.
George W. Bush’s $470 million read-
ing initiative and a $1 billion back-to-
basics program sought by university
officials to increase the number of
graduates.

“Higher education pay raises have
been forced to take a back seat to pub-
liceducation and prisons,” said Senate
Finance Committee Chairman Bill
Ratliff, R-Mount Pleasant.

Also not included in the budget,
which is now up for consideration by
a House and Senate conference com-
mittee, is the $1 billion surplus from
the 1996-97 budget that Gov. Bush
has proposed using for school prop-
erty tax relief. ,

“The budget keeps the scales bal-
anced between the state’s most critical
services and the taxpayer’s demand
for leaner government,” said Lt. Gov.
Bob Bullock, who presides over the
Senate.

The proposed budget would in-
crease general tax revenue for public
schools by 7.7%, prisons by 8% and
and social services funding by 3%.

Ratliff said general revenues of
about $600 million in the proposed
budget would be available to spread
across more than $5 billion worth of
wish-list items complied by state leg-
islators.

Tax Them All, Bush Says

Last week, the House Select
Committee on Revenue and Public
Education Funding continued in its
quest to raise $5.7 billion to cut prop-
erty taxes by killing sales tax exemp-
tions and expanding the franchise to
include partnerships.

Gov. Bush said that to help pay for
property tax relief, he supports taxing
all types of business, including part-
nerships.
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“This plan out to make sure there
are no loopholes for people who are in
the business world. I support includ-
ing all forms of business entities in this
plan,” he said.

The committee heard testimony
from Texans who belong to such part-
nerships.

Under Texas law, noncorporate
companies such as limited and general
partnerships are not subject to the state
business franchise tax. The franchise
tax is assessed on business capital or
income, whichever is higher.

Both the governor and Rep. Paul
Sadler, D-Henderson, chairman of the
select committee, said they want to
find a way to differentiate between
active and passive income partner-
ships.

Bush and Sadler said they support
taxing active business income but not
business income from passive invest-
ments.

Primary Election Shift

Texas would be removed from the
Super Tuesday presidential primaries
under a bill approved by the House
Elections Committee last week.

Under the measure by Rep. Sherri
Greenberg, D-Austin, all primary
contests in the state would be moved
from March to the first Saturday in
May, beginning in the year 2000.

Greenberg’s bill was supported by
Democratic and Republican officials,
the League of Women Voters, the
Texas AFL-CIO and the government
watchdog group Common Cause-
Texas.

Before 1988, Texas held presiden-
tial primaries in May. The state Legis-
lature moved the primaries so Texas
would join other Southern states in the

March 1988 Super Tuesday primary.
Since then, many non-Southern states
have moved up their primaries and in
doing so watering down any influence
Texas might have gained by joining
the Super Tuesday states.

Greenberg said she hadn’t found
anyone who thinks Super Tuesday has
given Texas more clout. “We have a
primary season that is very long an
very expensive. It makes itdifficulton
the voters and difficult on the people
trying to get into political life,” she
said.

House Backs ‘Healthy Kids’

The House last week approved the
creation of the Texas Healthy Kids
Corp., a public-private partnership
which would encourage insurance
companies to provide basic health-
care coverage for Texas’ 1.3 million
uninsured children.

According to a fiscal analysis, the
corporation could save the state about
$200,000 in the upcoming state bud-
getand $30 million by the end of 2002.

Under the bill by Rep. Hugo Ber-
langa, D-Corpus Christi, the corpora-
tion’s board would choose:

*Which children would be eligible
to receive health care based on their
parents’ income and other factors;

*Which insurers would partici-
pate; and

*What treatment would be cov-
ered.

Senate Passes Phone Slam Bill

The Senate approved legislation
that would stop “slamming” the prac-
tice in which a long distance carrier
takes over a customer’s phone service
without consent.

“They have done that to literally
millions of people,” said Sen. Go-
nzales Barrientos, D-Austin, author of
the bill.

The measure, co-sponsored by
Sen. David Sibley, R-Waco, would
require a telephone company to have
to be able to verify that it has a custo-
mer’s permission when it takes over
their long distance service.

Eagle Lake, Texas 77434-0067 4

Let’s Look Back...
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June 22, 1972

Eagle Lake and Sheridan volun-
teer firemen were called to a fire at the
Norman Hooper home in Rock Is-
land last Friday afternoon shortly after
5 p.m. when lightning struck...

Wednesday morning, a number of
officers, Garwood volunteer firemen
and other volunteers, were still seek-
ing to locate the body of Ben Zbra-
nek, presumed to be the victim of
drowning in the Colorado River be-
tween Nada and Garwood...

Mr. & Mrs. Addis Miller Jr.
were hospitalized shortly after noon
Friday, June 16, when their car was
involved in a one-vehicle accident on
FM 102, 3.3 miles west of Eagle
Lake...

Mrs. Lee (Sue) Briscoe of Eagle
Lake was elected one of two delegates
from the Tenth Congressional District
of Texas to the National Republican
Convention to be held in Miami later

this summer...

James T. Wiese, son of Mr. &
Mrs. C.T. Wiese of Eagle Lake and a
studentin Wildlife Management, ison
the Dean’s List at Texas Tech...

Miss Karen Alice Chisum, dau-

ghter of Mr. & Mrs. Roy C. Chisum _

of Eagle Lake, and Thomas L. Ed-
wards, son of Mr. & Mrs. Grady B.
Edwards of Leming, were united in
marriage in a pretty ceremony at First
United Methodist Church in Jourdan-
ton on Saturday, June 17. T.J. Smith
of Eagle Lake officiated...

Miss Nancy Criswell and David
Allgayer exchanged vows in the First
Baptist Church of Sheridan at eight
o’clock in the evening June 1, 1972.
The bride is the daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. Lloyd Criswell of Sheridan and
the groom is the son of Mr. & Mrs.
Robert Allgayer of El Campo...

The wedding of Miss Mary Or-

(See 24 & 48, Page 7)

Texas House oF REPRESENTATIVES UPDATE

From the office of District 25 State Representative Robert L. “Robby” Cook III

APPROPRIATIONS BILL

The general appropriations bill,
House Bill 1, for the fiscal 1998-99
biennium passed the Texas House of
Representatives March 19.

The proposed state budget of
$83.3 billion is an increase of 3.2%
over the current budget.

Fifty-one point five billion of the
funding will come from general reve-
nue-related funds with an additional
$24.1 billion from federal funds and
$7.7 billion from other funds.

This rate of growth, however, does
not factor in population, economy and
inflation growth rates and should not
be compared strictly with the current
budget.

House Bill 1 will reduce several
budget items.

Ths reduction is due to program
savings such as $66.5 million in sav-
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ing from declining welfare caseloads
and the substitution of the new federal
welfare block grant and other federal
funds toreplace $114.9 millioningen-
eral revenue spending.

Education, which is the largest
function area in the state’s budget, ac-
counts for 60% of all revenue spend-
ing. The budget would generally fund
higher education at 1996-97 levels,
and provide additional funding foren-
rollment growth at two-year institu-
tions and certain health related institu-
tions.

Higher education enrollment has
increased by 8%, while community
college enrollment has grown 36.5%
between 1988 and 1997.

The appropriations bill also in-
cludes a $2 per semester hour tuition
increase for 1998 and 1999. Despite
this, tuition and fees at most public in-
stitutions in Texas are among the
fowest in the nation.

Total state spending is concentrat-
ed in education and health and human
services, which accountfor43.7% and
30.7 %, respectively, of the state bud-
get. Business and economic develop-
ment functions (12.1%) and public
safety and criminal justice functions
(8.1%) rank distant third and fourth
places.

All other state functions combined
represent less than 6% of total state
expenditures.

Discussions over state employee

pay raises could become reality
through a “place-holding” provision
for across-the-board salary increases.
No amount is specified, but the Senate
Finance Committee is considering an
increase in pay by at least $100 per
month. Merit raises may continue to
be granted by agency administrators
under certain conditions.

The Lottery Commission Admin-
istrative Appropriation would be in-
creased by $51.5 million due to fore-
casted growth in lottery receipts. Five
hundred and twenty-three million
would be appropriated for administra-
tive expenses. The advertising appro-
priations reflects about an $8 million
decrease from amounts budgeted for
1996-97.

The bill would also require the
Lottery Commission to transfer
$375,000 annually to the Texas Com-
mission on Alcohol and Drug abuse to
pay for operation of the state gambling
hotline.

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

State officials scrambled to meet
the deadline for filing bills with state-
wide implications as the 75th Legisla-
tive Session completed its first 60
days on March 14.

Currently 5,585 bills are being
considered by the Texas Legislature
during the regular session which ends
on June 2.

Representative Robert L. “Rob-

by” Cook, who represents Bastrop,
Colorado, Fayette and Wharton Cou-
nties, has authored or co-authored
eight bills during his freshman term in
the Texas House of Representatives:

House Bill 706 would grant the
Bastrop County Water Control and
Improvement District No. 2 the pow-
ers and duties of a road district.

House Bill 993 co-authored by
Cook and Representative L.P. “Pete”
Patterson (who chairs the House Agri-
culture and Livestock Commission)
broadens the Young Farmer Loan
Guarantee program. This legislation
is designed to help the agriculture in-
dustry in Texas by granting loans to
young people who do not have the
means to start or continue farming.

House Bill 2499 raises the family
farm and ranch finance program net
worth and loan caps to facilitate use of
the program. The program was estab-
lished to provide affordable financing
to farmers and ranchers for the pur-
chase of land for a base of operation.

House Bill 2563 would require
water districts to hold confirmation
elections and manage their groundwa-
ter resources or risk losing their au-
thority.

House Bill 2688 allows water
districts flexibility in executing docu-
ments.

House Bill 2689 allows water
districts to alter their fiscal year for

(See Update, Page 4)

For further information, contact the

Eagle Lake

Chamber of Commerce

408 East Main St., TX 77434
(409) 234-2780 phone & fax

1| Spend A Weekend In The Country
W in Eagle Lake, Texas
April 11-12, 1997

Featuring...

* Free Guided Tours of the National Wildlife Refuge
* Spring Migration Viewing on Eagle Lake
* Prairie Gator Farm ¢ Fly-fishing Demonstrations
* Noted Speakers * Arts & Crafts * Antiques * Kidfish

e Health Fair « Wildflower Fields * Chili Cookoff
* Lilyponds Watergardens * Children’s Activities

e Friday - 6 p.m. Registration, Silent Auction, Dinner

* Saturday - BBQ Dinner & Dance:

“COLORADO”

Attwater’s
Prairie Chicken
Endangered Species
Festival
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